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Sunset: The time given for sunset as computed and 
established for Augusta, Maine by the Nautical Almanac Office 
of the United States Naval Observatory for the particular day 
involved, converted to the legal standard of time in force in 
Maine on that day. 
Take: To remove or attempt to remove a marine organism 
from its natural habitat. 
Tomalley: The digestive gland that absorbs food and toxins. 
Tomalley is unhealthy for human consumption and should be 
discarded. 
Transfer: To transport by boat on the water. 
Trap: A lobster trap, pot, or other stationary contrivance or 
device that may be set on the ocean bottom and used for the 
taking of lobster or crabs. 
V-Notch: A distinct v-notch of any size in the end part of the
flipper to the right of middle.
Ventral: The underneath side of a lobster.
Walking Legs: The long, thin legs used by the lobster to
walk.
Weak Link: A section between the buoy and pot line that has
a breaking strength no greater than 600 pounds.
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Type Ill: These life jackets are 
generally considered the most 
comfortable, with styles for 
different boating activities and 
sports. They are for use in calm 
water where there is good 
chance of a fast rescue since they will generally not turn an 
unconscious person face-up. Flotation aids come in many sizes 
and have a minimum buoyancy of 15.5 pounds. 

Type IV: These are designed to be thrown to a 
person in the water. Throwable devices 
include boat cushions, ring buoys, and 
horseshoe buoys. They are not designed to be 
worn and should be supplemented by a PFD. 
It is important to keep these devices easily 
accessible for emergencies; they should not be 
used for small children, non-swimmers, or unconscious people. 

Type V: SPECIAL USE DEVICE is intended for 
specific activities and may be carried instead of 
another PFD only if used according to the 
approval condition(s) on its label. A Type V PFD 
provides performance of either a Type I, II, or Ill 
PFD (as marked on its label). If the label says the 
PFD is "approved only when worn", the PFD must 
be worn, except for persons in enclosed spaces, 

s,00•u,.o.,,;,,, and used in accordance with the approval label to 
meet carriage requirements. Some Type V 

devices provide significant hypothermia protection. Varieties 
include deck suits, work vests, board sailing vests, and vests with 
a safety harness. 

Immersion Suit: An immersion suit or survival 
suit will delay the effects of hypothermia in cold 
water. It keeps the wearer dry, warm, and 
afloat. It is impractical to wear while working or 
operating a boat because it restricts 
maneuverability and is very warm. It should be 
kept on board the boat for emergency 
situations. Immersion suits should be stored 
and maintained according to the manufacturer's 
instructions. 
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• If a second layer of material is used in lieu of stick
runners:

o The material must be layered in a manner that
creates a mesh size smaller than the base trap
mesh when attached to the bottom of the trap.

• If a device other than the ones identified in the above
sections is used, it must be designed to minimize
damage to the lobster's claws and must be approved
by the Commissioner of the Department of Marine
Resources.

Federal & State Whale Gear Modification
Required for all traps in Maine Coastal Waters 

Rule Chapter 75.01 & 75.02 Protected Resources 

In addition to lobster conservation, the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act and endangered Species Act provide conservation and 
protection of marine mammals and turtles. The Atlantic Large 
Whale Take Reduction Plan (ALWTRP) has been developed to 
reduce to a rate approaching zero fishing gear entanglements that 
cause serious injury or mortality to all large whales. The State of 
Maine is fully committed to the protection of the Atlantic Large 
Whales, while at the same time protecting the economic and 
operational realities of our State's fisheries. The Department of 
Marine Resources has implemented a State Take Reduction Plan, 
which is composed of two primary components, a 
sightings/surveillance network and a disentanglement network. 

The ALWTRP mandates whale safe modificafions for all lobster 
gear. The universal requirements are no line floating at the 
surface, no wet storage of gear over 30 days and encouragement 
of knot-free buoy lines. 

All persons who fish lobster gear in Maine's coastal waters from 
the head of tide to the Exemption Line shall comply with one of the 
following ALWTRP options: 

1. All buoys must be attached to the buoy lines with a weak
link having a breaking strength no greater than 600
pounds;

2. All buoy lines must be made entirely of sinking line; or
3. All ground lines must be made entirely of sinking line

Methods of Fishing 
Title 12, Section 6432 

• It is unlawful to fish for or take lobsters by any method
other than with conventional lobster traps or from any
platform other than a vessel. A vessel does NOT include a
dock.

• When choosing your buoy color, make sure that no one
else in your area is fishing with similar color(s) or a similar
color pattern. Your buoy must be clearly and
permanently marked with your license number. Example
Branding, painting, or permanent marker.

• The buoy color design shall be displayed on the boat in
one of two methods.

o On BOTH sides of the hull or on a panel painted on
both sides and attached to the boat's forward
topside in a manner so as to be clearly visible on
both sides of the boat. Each color shall appear as
a solid color strip 4 inches high and 18 inches long
abutting another color on its longest side to form a
rectangle with a one inch black border on all sides,
OR

o A buoy at least 12 inches long, mounted in a
manner so the color design is clearly visible on both
sides of the boat.

• It is against the law to set, raise, lift or transfer a lobster
trap or buoy unless clearly marked with your lobster/crab
fishing license number.

Ex. Engraved tags or plastic strip with permanent marker. 
Note: Both buoys and traps must be visibly marked with your 
lobster/crab license number. 

Closed Period 
Title 12, Section 6440 

It is against the law to raise or haul any lobster trap during 
closed periods. 

•  It is unlawful to haul lobster gear from ½ hour after 
sunset until ½ hour before sunrise from June 1st to 
September 30th, both days inclusive, and during the 
period ½ hour after sunset until 4am October 1st to 
October 31st, both days inclusive.

• It is unlawful to haul lobster gear after 4:00 pm Eastern 
Daylight Savings Time, Saturday to ½ hour before sunrise 
the following Monday morning from June 1st to August 
31st.   both davs inclusive. 



Lobster Measurement 
Title 12, Section 6431 

Lobsters must be measured with a special double-sided gauge 
to make sure that they are "keepers". You may purchase a 
gauge from your local fishing supply store. A legal lobster in 
the State of Maine has a carapace or body shell length that 
measures between 3 Y. inches and 5 inches. The 
measurement is made between the extreme rear of the eye 
socket to the end of the carapace. 

• Minimum lobster size has a carapace or body shell
length of 3 Y. inches.

• Maximum lobster size has a carapace or body shell
length of 5 inches.

• Lobsters are measured from the extreme rear of the
eye socket, along a line parallel to the center line of
the body shell, to the rear end of the body shell. In
order to be a "keeper'', this length must be at least 3 Y.
inches but no longer than 5 inches.

Fig. 11 
Measuring a lobster 

MINNIMUN SIZE 3 1/4"
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MAXIMUM SIZE 5"

Lobster measurement is determined by the State of Maine's 
double-sided gauge. 

Tagged Traps 
Title 12, Section 6431-B, Rule 25.08 

Tagged Traps: All lobster traps, both commercial and non
commercial, must have current State issued tags installed in them 
to be fished or transported by vessel. The tags must be 
purchased from the Department of Marine Resources and 
, ,. .... .J replaced yearly. New tags must be 

Fig 26 

installed by June 1 st of each year. The 
tags are required to be securely attached 
to the bridge of the trap in a manner for 
which the tag was designed. The lobster 
trap tag shall be placed in the trap to be 
clearly visible for inspection by a Marine 
Patrol Officer. 

No person shall fish with, lift, haul, raise, or transport any lobster 
trap with a tag which has been tampered with or where the tag 
number is illegible or missing. 

Note: Trap tags issued to Non-Commercial Lobster/Crab 
Harvesting License holders do not display the lobster/crab license 
number and therefore do not fulfill this requirement. The license 
number needs to be added to the trap. If a tag is lost or broken, it 
must be replaced. Contact your local Marine Patrol Officer or 
DMR headquarters for replacement tags. 

Trap Runners 
Title 12, Section 6433-B 

Trap Runners: A lobster trap must have a device attached to the 
trap that is designed to prevent damage to the lobster's claws. 

• If stick runners are used:
o The runners may be made out of any material
o The runners must be at least Y. inch thick and
o A minimum of two runners must be attached to

the lobster trap, placed on opposite sides of the
bottom of the trap.












